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"Learning another language is not only learning different words for 
the same things but learning another way to think about things."
       Flora Lewis

We hope you will have a good partnership with your tandem buddy 
and get as much as gains from your learning experience. 

               ESN Bahcesehir

Special thanks to Betül, Ülkü, Sule and Burak for all their help
 in creating both Tandem Programme and this booklet.



Lorem ipsum

What can you benefit from a language tandem?

While practicing your target language with a native speaker who 
can help you, correct you or teach you some useful phrases; you 
can also have a chance to learn that culture by first degree. Besides, 
you can get to know new people, broaden your horizon, and make 
your own language learning process work.

What is a language tandem?

Language tandem is a language learning method based generally on 
two people who speak different languages and get together to have 
a mutual language exchange by helping each other with their native 
languages. Eventually, both of the partners will have a chance to 
practice the language they are currently learning with a native 
speaker.
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How long does it take to be matched with other 
tandem buddies?

Once you fill the application form and the applications received by 
our side, our team will start to match people in line with their 
personal information such as the target language, mother language, 
language level, or/and other personal preferences they mentioned 
with their application. So, once you apply to the program, you can 
get a chance to be matched with others when it is possible. 

How does this program works?

Waiting time may depend on the demand of the language. As soon 
as we find you a potential tandem buddy, we will send you an email 
including necessary information and your tandem buddy’s contact 
information. After this point, you can contact with each other and 
define your learning process with your tandem buddy. Hopefully, 
there would be an application that fits your wishes so that we can 
check possibilities and find you a tandem buddy. After you are 
matched and if you do not want to continue the program anymore 
for any reason (cultural differences, personal reasons, lack of time 
etc.), see the ‘’How to terminate the program?’’ below this fact 
sheet. 
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How long does it take to be matched with other 
tandem buddies?

How/ When/ Where do I meet with my 
language tandem partner?

Language Tandem Program requires to meet with partners each 
week, regularly. It depends on partners' availability as well. This will 
make it easier to schedule your meeting without trying to plan it 
every time. Due to Corona preventions, it is not planned to have 
meetings face to face, instead, you can have your meeting on online 
platforms such as Zoom, Skype, Whatsapp, etc. You can talk 
together and decide how and when would you like to practice your 
language with your buddy.

How can I apply?

You can fill our application form at bahcesehir.esnturkey.org, you 
can send an email to us at esnbahcesehir@esnturkey.org or you can 
send a DM through Instagram (Yes, we have an Instagram account 
in which we share some useful tips about learning a language!) to 
contact us about our Language Tandem Program.



44

What are the essential things we need to consider 
during our tandem programme?

Respect is one of the essentials of a successful language tandem. 
Do not forget, your tandem buddy is not a language teacher and 
he/she is a volunteer like you. Some people may be offensive about 
seeing their mistakes. In this regard, it can be beneficial to show 
their language mistakes with an understanding attitude without 
being rude. Try to motivate each other and finding your way to 
communicate can improve the acquisition of a language tandem 
program. It can be better to try to understand the context than just 
primarily focusing on the mistakes. 

The one with the native language is a natural expert on that 
language; however, this does not mean that they are going to teach 
you all the grammar rules, vocabulary, etc. You should be prepared 
for the meetings by yourself and imagine these language tandem 
meetings as a chance to practice what you have learned. To have 
preparation beforehand, you can talk at the end of each session 
about what you can talk about at the next meeting. You can bring 
your dictionary or any other material that can help you during 
sessions and you can also take some notes so that you can see 
what you have gained from each meeting. It is not a one-way 
acquisition, so make sure that both tandem buddies are keeping 
having gains from it. If still, these tips do not work for you, it may be 
better to terminate tandem meetings.

Language tandem helps you improve your language level as well as 
motivates people to study abroad, contributes to the improvement 
and accessibility of student mobility, and works to improve the 
social and practical integration all in line with ESN’s aims.
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What can we talk with each other?

Some topics can be discussed in tandem meetings such as talking 
about daily life, objects, hobbies. As well as, the internet may be a 
good way to find topics, you can also use suggested topics by ESN 
Bahcesehir for your meetings.

Suggested Topics

•Introducing (saying hello, goodbye, etc.)
•Food culture
•Student life
•Hobbies
•Other cultures, abroad experiences, etc.
•Useful phrases that are commonly used in daily language
•Cultural differences, nonverbal expressions, do’s and don’t’s
•General topics such as family, education, sports, movies, art, 
songs, etc.

How to terminate the program? 

Language Tandem is a voluntary program which means you do not 
have to feel a pressure to continue when it is not possible to 
continue anymore. It is all normal to not to continue anymore and 
in these cases, we can match you with some other people or we can 
terminate the program for you by deleting your information in our 
data system. 
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Last but not least...Last but not least...

We are welcoming people who would like to practice their languages.
 
However, we are strongly against any kinds of discrimination, bullying, 
spam, nudity, or obscenity. As it is not possible to monitor those 
behaviors, it is highly encouraged for our Tandemeers to report those 
behaviors directly to us, if experienced. These types of behaviors are 
unacceptable and will lead to a ban from our Tandem Programme. 

You are solely responsible for the information you shared and your i
nteractions with your Tandem buddy. We act only as a passive conduit 
for your Tandem meetings. ESN Bahcesehir can not be held 
responsible or liable for any inconvenience your tandem buddy may 
cause.

Please do not share any of the information you feel uncomfortable 
sharing it and if you feel uncomfortable with your buddy for the 
reasons mentioned above, terminate the meeting and let us know so 
that we can find any other volunteer.
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